Advanced Placement English Language and Composition (42351161) corresponds to the college composition course; therefore, it is an advanced writing course that includes the study of rhetoric and argument.  This focus requires the use of nonfiction, especially essays and speeches.  This course allows students to write in several forms—narrative, analytical, expository, argumentative—on many different subjects from personal experiences to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture.  This course will also teach students to read primary and secondary source material carefully, to synthesize material from these texts in their own compositions, and to cite source material using conventions recommended by professional organizations.  The main goal is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers.  Students will write in both informal and formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in writing.  Both reading and writing make students aware of the interactions among the author, the audience, the subject, conventions of the genre, and rhetorical devices including syntax, diction, voice, and tone. (adapted from the College Board Course Description) Since Instructor recommendation is a requirement for this course, an assumption is made that students have already developed a command of Standard English grammar and mechanics.  Ideally, students in this course should have good to excellent reading and writing skills.  Those who struggle with the fundamentals of grammar, with developing ideas, or with advanced-level reading will have difficulty succeeding in the course.  In addition to these skills, the ability to think abstractly, interpret, and read beyond the surface or for mere plot summary are keys to success.

Prerequisite(s): Junior standing and instructor recommendation.

Note: College level curriculum taught in a high school setting

Grade level: 11th 

