Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition (42352161) is a college-level English class that focuses on preparing students for the opportunity to earn college credit by taking the Advanced Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition, sponsored by the College Board.  Advanced Placement Literature and Composition is a college-level English class that focuses mostly on critical analysis of literature, includes poetry, plays, novels, short stories and essays written at various times in various cultures, with an emphasis on literature written originally in English.   Through the close reading of these selected texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their reader.  Students will develop expository, analytical, and argumentative essays, as well as creative writings.  Through these various writings, students will develop their ability to respond to and explain clearly what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do.  Students are expected to justify their written interpretations of literary works through references to details and patterns found in the text, addressing figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone, character, action, argument and various techniques and strategies authors employ to evoke responses from readers. (Advanced Placement Course Description, The College Board, May 1998).  This rigorous course requires that students have a strong background in reading and analytical writing.  They should recognize that the class requires extensive, thoughtful reading and discussion of challenging literature, and critical analyses.  They would be expected to already know how to carefully and cogently support a thesis with evidence from various texts, while also demonstrating a mastery of mechanics, syntax and grammar.   

Prerequisite(s): Senior standing and instructor recommendation.

Note: College level curriculum taught in a high school setting. It is recommended that students interested in this course take the Advanced Placement Language and Composition course during their junior year.

Grade level: 12th 

