Advanced Placement Music Theory II (48357161) is designed to meet the needs of students considering music for serious study after high school and includes instruction in four related areas: (1) written harmony (2) keyboard harmony (3) ear training (4) sight singing.  This course concentrates on the learning techniques of the classic European composers of the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries.  The class includes a comprehensive survey of the harmonic materials used in these historical periods.  Also, practical application of these materials takes the form of daily homework assignments solving traditional figured bass four part writing exercises, basic arranging, and, analysis techniques.  Additional exercises in ear training concentrate on the areas of melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic dictations and analysis.  Sight singing exercises correlate with the written and ear training material extending into the use of both major and minor key centers and elementary chromaticism.  Near the end of the second semester, students will produce an original composition in the 18th century style using the techniques learned from the class.  They will compose, arrange, and record their composition as a culminating project.  At the conclusion of the course, students will take the Advanced Placement Music Theory examination for an additional fee.  According to the final score and whether a particular college accepts advanced placement credit, the student may be allowed to bypass Theory I and/or Theory II classes in college.  Since the AP test in Music Theory was introduced by the Advanced Placement College Board, 100% of all YPAS students that have taken the test have passed - most often with the highest scores.  Note: It is recommended that students wait until their senior year to take this course so they do not lose their skills prior to entrance to college. 
Note: College level curriculum taught in a high school setting.

Prerequisite(s): Music Theory I class or being able to demonstrate equivalent skills in an interview with the AP Music Theory Instructor.

Grade level: 12th 
