SENIOR YEAR COUNTDOWN

September
· Meet with college admissions representatives visiting your school.
· Make a calendar of key application and financial aid deadlines
· Ask teachers, counselors, and other adults who know you for letters of recommendation for scholarship and admissions applications
October
· Take the SAT or ACT if necessary to raise your scores 

· Work on admissions application essays 

· Revisit your top school choices.  Talk face to face with with current students and faculty members at those schools 

· Continue to seek and apply for scholarship awards from a variety of sources (national, corporate, community clubs and agencies, the college itself)
November
· Take the SAT or ACT if necessary to raise your scores 

· Obtain financial aid applications from your colleges of choice 

· Prepare your college applications - turn all counselor forms or secondary school reports in to your counselor two weeks before your first deadline
December
· Gather the data needed for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

· Attend Manual's FAFSA Workshop on December 3rd from 7:00 - 9:00 pm
January
· Submit your completed FAFSA as soon after January 1st as possible
February
· Check to see if your mid-year transcripts have been sent to the schools to which you have applied - you will need to contact your counselor to remind them to send these 

· Plan for AP Exams
March
· Look for your Student Aid Report (SAR) in the mail.  Pay particular attention to the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) and discuss it with your parents and family
April
· Watch the mail for acceptance letters and financial aid awards letters.  Compare financial aid packages. 

· Choose a school and send in a deposit by the deadline 

· Contact the financial aid office at your chosen school to make certain your application is complete 

· Make a list of all the financial aid packages you were offered and submit that along with the name of the college you will be attending to your counselor for the end of year senior night ceremony and for documentation.
May
· Take AP Examinations 

· Write thank you notes to the people who wrote you letters of recommendation 

· Make sure your counselor knows which college you will be attending so we can send your final transcript to the correct school 

· Celebrate your high school graduation 

· Start thinking about what you will be packing to take to your college dorm!!!!!!
