Welcome to MST Biology


Hello MST Student,
My name is Carrie Shafer and I am teaching four of the five sections of MST Biology next school year.  Glen (Skip) Zwanzig will teach one of the remaining sections.  Regardless of who is assigned to be your teacher, the pages that follow will be helpful to all MST Biology students.  Please take a minute to review this information in order to prepare for the course as well as next year’s Science Fair.  A complete course syllabus will be given on the first day of school.  

Summer is the perfect time to plan, prepare and develop your research projects.  By working on your project over the summer, you give yourself an opportunity to get ahead, reduce your workload and lower your stress level during the school year!  You are NOT required to do any work for MST Biology over the summer, it is merely suggested.  I realize that many of you have busy summer plans with family and friends.  However, if you find yourself bored, or looking for ways to jump-start your education, you may wish to do the following:

1. Revisit your science fair project.  Ask yourself, “How can I improve this project?”, “What steps should I take to investigate further?”, and “Do I want to change directions completely?”  “What are other scientific problems I am interested in researching?”  

2. Contact your mentor to arrange times to work.  Identify materials required for experimentation.  

3. Develop a plan according to the timeline attached.  Notice due dates as early as September!

4.  Select a book from the reading list to enjoy and review.
5. Prepare for success. 

 Remember that good science starts with good questions!  If you have any questions for me I will be available by email all summer at this address:  carrie.shafer@jefferson.kyschools.us  OR cwshafer1@yahoo.com    Please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will do my best to respond in a timely manner.
I’m looking forward to meeting each of you in the fall and wish you a wonderful summer!

Thank You,

Carrie Shafer 

Suggested books for independent reading assignment 2010-2011 (found at Louisville Free Public Library)


	Title
	Author
	Topics
	Difficulty Level

	The Double Helix
	Watson, J.D.
	DNA, genetics
	Medium

	Silent Spring
	Carson, R.
	Ecology, pollution
	Medium

	Under the Sea Wind
	Carson, R. 
	Ecology, Ecosystems
	Easy

	The Ice Finders
	Bolles, E.B.
	Earth science, glaciers
	Hard

	Fire Under the Sea
	Cone, J.
	Plate tectonics
	Hard

	Living Fossil
	Thompson, K.
	Evolution
	Hard

	The Hot Zone
	Preston, R.
	DNA, disease, medicine
	Medium

	King Solomon’s Ring
	Lorenz, C.
	Animal behavior 
	Easy

	Jurassic Park
	Crichton, M.
	DNA, Science/Tech.
	Medium

	A Sand County Almanac
	Leopold, A.
	Ecosystems
	Medium

	The Andromeda Strain
	Crichton, M.
	Disease Progression
	Easy

	The Miner’s Canary
	Eldredge, N.
	Extinctions
	Hard

	The Diversity of Life
	Wilson, E.O.
	Animal/plant diversity
	Hard

	The Old Man and the Sea
	Hemingway, E.
	Humans/Environment
	medium


Independent reading provides opportunities to explore, in depth, science concepts and support science literacy.  New writing requirements have been approved for Kentucky and implementation will begin this fall at Manual.  By completing the independent reading assignments, you will have the opportunity to write and share your impressions.  Please use these questions to guide your reading.  A formal book review will serve as a content area writing portfolio piece and evidence of writing to learn.  
Read one novel or nonfiction book and write a five-page report (double spaced, 12 pt. font) about its content and how it relates to the questions below.  You may either select a book from the list above, or choose one on your own.  However, if you choose your own book, it must be approved by the teacher.  
Upon completion of the book please address the following in your report:
· Summarize the book.  Do you have any questions or comments after reading the book?  What is it about?  Who are the main characters?  Where and when does it take place?  Is it fiction or nonfiction?

· What science topics are addresses in the book?

· Describe at least five examples in which the author relates science to society.  Identify each point by quote, page number, and chapter, and describe how it is related to a science topic.

· How is the book related to what we have studied or will be studying?

· Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why or why not?
